Peristomal ulcers misdiagnosed as pyoderma gangrenosum: a common error.
Pyoderma gangrenosum (PG) is a rare neutrophilic dermatosis that can be challenging to diagnose and treat. Skin ulcers of other etiologies are often erroneously diagnosed as PG, possibly due to heterogeneity in presentation, lack of definitive diagnostic testing, and unclear etiology. To address this issue, an international consensus criteria for diagnosis of classic ulcerative PG was established, but currently, there are no such criteria for peristomal PG (PPG), a condition affecting approximately 1% of stoma patients. Although the diagnostic accuracy of PPG is currently unknown, it is concerning that only 22-67% of PPG patients respond positively to first-line immunosuppressive therapy.2 These findings lead us to believe that ulcers of other etiologies are commonly misdiagnosed as PPG.